1912                               GREAT BRITAIN 18 86-1935
twenty years Woman Suffrage Bills were rejected by the House of
Commons on their second reading both in 1910 and 1911.
But if this was the effect in Parliament, outside it the new kind
of agitation had received an immense advertisement and was rallying
to the cause large numbers of impulsive and active-minded young
women who had never given it a thought till then. The methods
they adopted were an incessant worry and perplexity to the Govern-
ment, which hesitated to apply to women the measures which would
have been visited without scruple upon men in like case. The women
rushed past the police and invaded the House of Commons until it
was compelled in self-defence to close its doors to *' strangers." By
chaining themselves to railings in the streets and even to the " grille "
in the Ladies Gallery of the House, they defied all ordinary efforts
to " move them on." When imprisoned, they went on hunger strike,
and put the Home Secretary in the painful position of having either
to release them or let them die in prison. Special legislation, dubbed
the " Cat and Mouse Act," which enabled him to release them and
take them back again, had to be passed to meet this emergency.
Not a few delicately nurtured and sensitive women thought it an
imperative duty to play their part in these proceedings to the ruin
of their health and their peace of mind. The movement evoked a
passion for martyrdom in many of its adherents. In its peculiar
combination of ardent zeal and cool strategy it surpassed any agitation
hitherto planned by the male sex.
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The cause received a last blow in the miscarriage of the male franchise
Bill which the Government introduced early in the session of 1912.
Asquith, who was personally opposed to Woman Suffrage, had pro-
mised to give facilities to private members to propose amendments
which if carried would have granted it in this Bill, and was willing
to leave the decision to a free vote of the House. To his dismay he
found this course barred by a decision of the Speaker, who ruled that
the introduction of any such amendments would require the whole
Bill to be withdrawn and a new Bill drafted. Asquith thereupon
dropped the entire Bill deeming it impossible to go forward with a
new franchise for males alone without breaking faith with women.
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